Sisco-Smith page 1 of 2
                                       Summer 2015 – EDLD 602

Prof. Casperson

Jennifer Sisco-Smith









July 20, 2015
Unit on Apples

Consider the following vignette:  
 For two weeks every fall, all the 3rd grade classes participate in a unit on apples. The students engage in a variety of activities related to the topic. In language arts, they read Johnny Appleseed and view an illustrated filmstrip of the story. They each write a creative story involving an apple and then illustrate their stories using tempera paints. In art, students collect leaves from nearby crab apple trees and make a giant leaf print collage on the hallway bulletin board adjacent to the 3rd grade classrooms. The music teacher teaches the children songs about apples. In science, they use their senses to carefully observe and describe the characteristics of different types of apples. During mathematics, the teacher demonstrates how to “scale up” an applesauce recipe to make a quantity sufficient for all the 3rd graders. 

A highlight of the unit is the field trip to a local apple orchard, where students watch cider being made and go on a hayride. The culminating unit activity is the 3rd grade apple fest, a celebration for which parent volunteers dress as apples and the children rotate through various activities at stations - making applesauce, competing in an apple “word search” contest, bobbing for apples, completing a math skill sheet containing word problems involving apples, and so on. The fest concludes with selected students reading their apple stories while the entire group enjoys candy apples prepared by the cafeteria staff.

· To what ends is the teaching directed? In other words, what are the teaching goals/objectives?
The teaching goals/objectives seem to focus on deepening students’ meaning and understanding of certain topics in different subjects through a common theme: apples.  Each subject has its own pieces of content that teachers have students focus on.  Then they have them apply their knowledge by completing a different task in each subject.  By returning to the common theme of apples, students begin making connections between what they’re covering in each subject.
· What are the important skills to be developed during this unit?
Each subject has different skills students will be working on.  The important skills to be developed in this unit are reading and viewing the story of Johnny Appleseed (ELA – Reading), writing and illustrating a creative narrative (ELA – Writing), creating a nature-inspired collage using leaves (art), singing songs (music), observing and describing objects using their senses (science), and “scaling-up”/ employing addition and multiplication to adjust a recipe (math).
· Do the students know what the learning targets are?
Based on the scenario given, I do not feel that students know exactly what the learning targets are.
· Is there evidence of learning from this unit? In your opinion, are the activities worthwhile and do they address meaningful standards? Why or why not?
Based on the scenario explanation given, assessments of skills is not mentioned.  There are moments where teachers are gathering evidence of learning such as students’ pieces of creative story writing, math skills practice (recipe conversion and practice handouts), performance of the song/music, and the scientific descriptions of apples using their senses; but, what teachers are doing with that evidence is not discussed.  Also there are other opportunities described where I feel teachers may have missed opportunities to collect more meaningful evidence about or assess students’ understanding – such as measuring both reading and listening comprehension in Language Arts.  I honestly feel that some of these activities are worthwhile and address meaningful standards that connect to the real world – like “scaling up” a recipe.  Plus I feel that the teachers are trying to make the lessons more meaningful by having all subjects incorporate the apple theme.  However, it seems that some subjects have missed or not incorporated work with more meaningful standards – almost as if their assignments and activities were more of a “throw away”.
Soil Superheroes
· To what ends is the teaching directed? In other words, what are the teaching goals/objectives?

I think that the teaching goals/objectives for this project were for students to understand how their knowledge of bacteria applies to real world situations as well as for students to understand the process of creating an informational pamphlet and how their knowledge in many of the subjects are connected and needed in order to do so.
· What are the important skills to be developed during this unit?
Some important skills developed in this unit include a complete understanding of various bacteria – what bacteria are, their qualities, and their beneficial properties (science), informational and creative writing (ELA), grammar and spelling (ELA), size and measurements (math), drawing – characters and emotions (art), as well as formatting files and creating professional pamphlets (multi-media).
· Do the students know what the learning targets are?
Based on what the video showed and what the students expressed, it seemed to me that, yes, students did know what the learning targets were.  Students knew they had to incorporate accurate scientific information about bacteria in an informative and thought-provoking way.  Students knew they had to develop and illustrate characters to include in a creative, comic-strip style story to further convey the scientific information.  Students knew that their pamphlets would be distributed to the public and they therefore had to be done accurately, professionally, grammatically correct, and visually interesting.  Lastly, students knew they would be graded by their teachers but also that experts in various fields as well as people in their community would be checking their work and assignment quality which made it even more clear to the students how what they were learning in school connected with the real world.
· Is there evidence of learning from this unit? In your opinion, are the activities worthwhile and do they address meaningful standards? Why or why not?
I feel that there is evidence of learning throughout this unit.  One teacher even said that students are assessed periodically from each teacher involved at numerous points throughout the process of putting their pamphlets together.  Additionally, their work and information was guided and checked by experts in different fields.  This gave students opportunities to get feedback from experts as well as encourages them to continue to self-assess their own work.  I feel that the activities students participated in for the “soil superheroes” assignment were all valuable and address meaningful standards.  The students were able to apply their knowledge of different subjects to complete a truly real world task.  Also, the various steps and activities students worked with showed them how their understanding of different subjects connect with one another.  All of these activities, in my opinion, were worthwhile because students can employ them in the future.  It gave the students practice in skills they will need throughout their educational and professional careers such as organization, research from various sources, writing for specific purposes, the need for revision/editing, presenting their work professionally, and the importance of taking pride in one’s work.
