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	Teacher:  Jennifer Sisco-Smith
	Subject & Grade Level:  7th grade English Language Arts  (ELA)

	Unit Title:  “The Monsters Are Due…in Middle School?”
	Timeline: 3 - 4 weeks

	Stage 1: Desired Results

	Established Goals (CCSS):

· Reading: Literature (RL) – 7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4, 7.5, 7.6, 7.7, 7.10
· Reading: Informational (RI) – 7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4, 7.6, 7.8, 7.10

· Writing (W) – 7.2 [a, b, c, d, e, f], 7.3 [a, b, d, f], 7.4, 7.5, 7.6, 7.7, 7.8, 7.9, 7.10

· Speaking and Listening (SL) – 7.1, 7.4, 7.5, 7.6
· Language (L) – 7.1, 7.3, 7.4, 7.5, 7.6

	Essential Question(s):
1. How is a “teleplay” different from other types of literature?

2. What is “conflict” in literature?  What are the different types of literary conflict?
3. How do the conflicts in a fictional teleplay/story connect with actual conflicts that have occurred in history, in current events, and in everyday life?

4. Are rumors, suspicions, jumping on the bandwagon, and accusations as dangerous as weapons and violence?
	Enduring Understanding(s):
1. A “teleplay” is a script written to be performed on television.

2. Stage directions in a teleplay are different than in other works within the genre of genre because they deal with lighting and camera angles as well as characters’ emotions and movements.

3. “Conflict” in literature means a problem or struggle faced by one or more characters.  There are 4 different types of literary conflict: man vs. man, man vs. society, man vs. himself, and man vs. nature.

4. Authors use events from real life and the world around them as well as historical events to inspire and influence their writing.
5. We can better our comprehension and understanding of what we read by “making connections” as we read.

6. Spreading rumors, being suspicious, jumping on the bandwagon, and accusing people without evidence can be dangerous and lead to disastrous consequences.

7. We can each do our part to not spread rumors, make others into a scapegoat, be prejudice and suspicious, jump on the bandwagon, or believe everything we hear.

	Key Terms/ Vocabulary:

	· Teleplay

· Plot

· Conflict:

·     Man vs. Man

·     Man vs. Society

·     Man vs. Nature

·     Man vs. Himself

· Dialogue

· Stage Directions
	· Scapegoat

· Connections:

·     Text to Text

·     Text to World

·     Text to Self

· Explanatory Writing/Essay

· Research Simulation Task (RST) [also known as Document Based Essay Question (DBQ)]

· Public Service Announcement (PSA)

	Essential Knowledge:

Students will know…

1. That a teleplay is a script written for television.

2. Teleplays include dialogue and stage directions like other works of drama; however, stage directions in teleplays make them different because they include instructions dealing with camera angles and lighting.

3. Plot is a series of events in a story linked by cause and effect that brings about the resolution of a conflict.

4. Conflict is a struggle or problem faced by a character(s) in a story.

5. There are different types of conflict in literature: Man vs. Man (one character against another character), Man vs. Society (one character against a group of other characters), Man vs. Nature (one character against forces of nature), and Man vs. Himself (internal struggle that a character is going through).

6. Authors use events from real life and the world around them as well as historical events to inspire and influence their writing.

7. Making connections to current events, historical events, and our own experiences can help us to better comprehend and understand what we are reading.

8. A scapegoat is someone who is blamed or accused of doing something, often without sufficient evidence.

9. Explanatory writing is writing that is composed for the purposes of explaining a topic and one’s thoughts on a topic.

10. Research Simulation Tasks (AKA: RSTs or DBQs) require students write an essay using their own personal knowledge and explanations as well as evidence from provided documents.

11. Public Service Announcements are used to deliver important lessons and messages to the public in memorable and relatable ways.

	Essential Skills:

Students will be able to…

1. Read and act out the teleplay “The Monsters Are Due on Maple Street” by Rod Serling.
2. Make connections as they read to further their comprehension of “The Monsters Are Due on Maple Street”.
3. Identify examples of the different types of literary conflicts from “The Monsters Are Due on Maple Street”.

4. Compose an explanatory essay in response to a Research Simulation Task using the article “Herd Mentality: The Freakonomics of Boarding a Bus” by Stephen Dubner and the article “The McCarthy Hearings and their relation to the Salem Witch Trials” by Chris Sowers, Amber Campbell, Jeff Hurst, and Cassidy Key.
5. Work in groups to create, perform, and film a Public Service Announcement to be viewed by fellow middle school classmates that focuses on and teaches lessons about the dangers of spreading rumors, being suspicious or prejudice, making accusations, jumping on the bandwagon, and/or looking for a scapegoat.

	Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

	Performance Task(s):
1. Class reading/acting out of the teleplay called “The Monsters Are Due on Maple Street” and summarize the plot as they read
2. Identify features of a teleplay

3. Make connections and identify examples of conflicts from “The Monsters Are Due on Maple Street” (skills practice handouts) both individually and in small groups/pairs

4. Graphic Organizer(s) to draw evidence from texts/documents and organize explanatory essay
5. Explanatory essay in response to Research Simulation Task  (*See rubric below – page 5)

6. Public Service Announcement Group Project  (*See rubric below – page 6)
	Other Evidence:
1. Discussion responses

2. Admission Tickets and/or Exit Slips

3. In-class Journal/Do Now responses

	Stage 3: Learning Plan

	Learning Activities:

Week 1 – 
1. Read aloud and act out “The Monsters Are Due on Maple Street” by Rod Serling.

2. Work individually and in groups to summarize the plot, identify features of a teleplay, make connections, and identify examples of different types of literary conflicts.

3. Read “Herd Mentality: The Freakonomics of Boarding a Bus” by Stephen Dubner and the article “The McCarthy Hearings and their relation to the Salem Witch Trials” by Chris Sowers, Amber Campbell, Jeff Hurst, and Cassidy Key as a class.
4. Work either in pairs or small groups on graphic organizers to connect “The Monsters Are Due on Maple Street” with the two aforementioned articles.
Week 2 –

1. Work individually on graphic organizer to arrange ideas and structure an explanatory essay in response to a Research Simulation Task based on “The Monsters Are Due on Maple Street” by Rod Serling, “Herd Mentality: The Freakonomics of Boarding a Bus” by Stephen Dubner, and the article “The McCarthy Hearings and their relation to the Salem Witch Trials” by Chris Sowers, Amber Campbell, Jeff Hurst, and Cassidy Key.
2. Use graphic organizers to compose a rough draft of the explanatory essay response to the Research Simulation Task.

3. Peer revise and edit (using assignment rubric and standard revising & editing checklist)

4. Compose a final draft of the explanatory essay to be turned in and graded.
Week 3 (& 4, if needed) – 

1. Gather information for the PSA.  To develop their PSA projects, students need to use the texts they read as well as research other historical moments or current events that connect with the PSA topic.  Students also need to make connections between real world situations and the PSA topic.
2. Work collaboratively in small groups to create a 2-3 minute long “Public Service Announcement” presentation focusing on the dangers of spreading rumors, accusing people without evidence, jumping on the bandwagon, being prejudice and suspicious, and/or trying to make someone a scapegoat.  Students will need to write a script (a short “teleplay”) that will be performed and filmed in order to teach their classmates a lesson.  All group members need to participate equally in developing and performing the final presentation/film.

3. Students will view their classmates’ PSAs and will vote on which one taught the best lesson and why.  

4. PSAs will also be shown during an anti-bullying assembly or during character education lessons for 7th and 8th graders during the “Week of Respect”.

	Resources/Materials:

· Prentice Hall Literature textbook (Bronze Edition) – “The Monsters Are Due on Maple Street”  by Rod Serling

· Article - “Herd Mentality: The Freakonomics of Boarding a Bus” by Stephen Dubner

· Article - “The McCarthy Hearings and their relation to the Salem Witch Trials” by Chris Sowers, Amber Campbell, Jeff Hurst, and Cassidy Key
· Graphic Organizers, Skills Practice Handouts & Revising/Editing Checklist Handouts
· Class Set of I-Pads for researching and filming PSAs


1.  Explanatory Essay Rubric
	Score
	1
	2
	3 
	4 
	 5
	6 

	Explanation

/ Analysis
	Analysis/explanation is unclear or unrelated to the task
	Analysis/explanation minimally addresses the prompt 
	Analysis/explanation addresses prompt but provides minimal explanation
	Analysis/explanation addresses prompt and provides adequate explanation
	Analysis/explanation addresses the prompt and provides detailed explanation 
	Analysis/explanation fully addresses the prompt and provides insightful, high-level explanation

	Supporting Details/  Textual Evidence
	Provides little or no textual evidence, no synthesis of sources, or evidence is unrelated to or does not substantiate the analysis
	Textual evidence partially supports analysis, but is minimal and underdeveloped, attempt at synthesis of sources is unbalanced and weak 
	Evidence supports the analysis; shows emergent skills in use of reasoning and text support, limited synthesis of sources
	Evidence supports the analysis, and adequately  uses reasoning and text support; balanced but basic synthesis of sources
	Evidence supports the analysis, and uses detailed  reasoning and text support, balanced synthesis of sources
	Evidence fully supports the analysis, and uses detailed, inferential   reasoning,  insightful balanced synthesis of sources

	Clarity and Organization
	Inappropriate style, demonstrates little or no structural or organizational plan; lacks introduction and closing.   No transitions, difficult to follow progression of ideas.
	Style is limited in effectiveness, demonstrates limited  awareness of structure and organization; lacks or has limited introduction or closing.   Few transitions, somewhat difficult to follow progression of ideas
	Style is somewhat effective, contains some awareness of structure and organization; introduction and conclusion present but minimal or ineffective.   Some transitions, some progression of ideas apparent.
	Style is mostly effective, structure and organizational plan is apparent; introduction and conclusion present.   Uses transitions, clear progression of ideas apparent through most of the essay
	Style is effective, structure and organizational plan are successful; clear and detailed introduction and conclusion.   Uses transitions, displays clear progression of ideas throughout
	Highly effective style, sophisticated structure and organization, creative and powerful introduction and conclusion.   Highly effective use of  transitions, allows for seamless and imaginative  progression of ideas

	Voice and Word Choice
	The writer’s voice is very weak or absent. The tone is not established.   Many words are repeated or used incorrectly. Vocabulary is used incorrectly.
	The writer’s voice is not appropriate. The tone is too informal.   The language is very basic and limited. Vocabulary is used incorrectly.
	The writer’s voice is not very appropriate for the purpose or audience. The tone is inconsistent.  Some language is confusing.  Vocabulary may be used incorrectly.  
	The writer’s voice is mostly appropriate for the purpose and audience. The tone is mostly informative and respectful, but may be too informal in some places.  Some of the language is exact, but some is too general or vague. Some vocabulary is used but not explained. 
	The writer’s voice is appropriate for the purpose and audience most of the time. The tone is almost always informative and respectful.   Most of the language is exact and concise. Vocabulary is used correctly and usually explained, as needed.
	The writer’s voice is appropriate for the purpose and audience. The tone is informative, respectful, and consistent.   The language is exact and concise. Vocabulary is used correctly and explained, as needed.

	Mechanics
	The text has

not been

edited.   Serious errors affect

or alter the meaning.
	Text has been edited very little.  Serious errors affect

or alter the meaning.
	Many errors are repeated. Line- by- line editing in specific places is needed. The errors interfere with meaning in some places.
	The text contains some

minor errors that may

distract the reader, but

meaning remains clear.
	The text contains one or

two minor errors, but the

meaning remains clear.
	The text has been carefully

edited. Grammar, usage,

and mechanics are correct.


2. Public Service Announcement Rubric: (group assignment)
	Category
	Points

	Message, Details and Information
· Message of PSA focuses on topic of the dangers of spreading rumors, accusing people without evidence, and/or trying to make someone a scapegoat.
· Required script was handed in and includes aspects of teleplays (i.e. dialogue, stage directions, camera angles, etc.).

· Information in PSA presentation is accurate and comes from reliable sources.  (Works Cited Page was turned in)

· PSA shows and/or includes relevant connections to real world scenarios, historical events, and current events to help deliver the overall message.
· Connections from the documents/texts as well as from research are explained clearly and accurately to the class.
	/ 60 pts.



	Organization & Audience
· PSA is attention-grabbing and appealing to audience.
· PSA is organized and easy to follow and understand.
· PSA is clearly intended for an audience of middle school peers.
	/ 15 pts.



	Presentation (Speaking) & Participation

· Each group member put in equal work to create the PSA script and presentation.

· Each group member speaks clearly and talks an equal amount during the PSA presentation.
	/  15 pts.


	Mechanics
· PSA script and presentation are free of spelling and pronunciation errors.

· PSA script and presentation are free of grammatical and punctuation errors.
	/  10 pts.



	Your Final Score   (

	/  100 pts.



