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Lesson Plan Overview and Timeline 
• To begin this lesson, each student will be selecting a 

topic of his/her choice that will be the focus of a 
persuasive writing assignment. 

• Then, students will be creating and conducting 
surveys based on the topics they chose.  Responses 
to these surveys must be in the form of 1-5 answers 
(1 = “strongly disagree”, 2 = “disagree”, 3 = “no 
opinion”, 4 = “agree”, and 5 = “strongly agree”) 

• Next, they will use Microsoft Excel to log the survey 
results and create a bar graph to display those 
results. 

• Finally, each student will use the survey results as 
statistical supporting evidence in a persuasive essay. 

 

• Timeline for this project is one to two  

weeks, both in class and independently. 



Goal and Objectives 
Goal: 

– Compose a persuasive essay about the topic 

of your choice using information obtained 

through your surveys. 

Objectives: 

– Decide on what the topic of your persuasive 

essay will be based on your interests and/or 

experiences. 

– Create a survey/ questionnaire focusing on 

your topic for others to complete. 

– Conduct the survey by having friends and/or 

family members respond to the questions/ 

statements you developed. 

– Analyze survey results using Microsoft Excel. 

– Create a bar graph in Excel to better 

compare/ contrast survey results. 

– Form a thesis and compose a persuasive 

essay using your survey results to support 

your argument and develop 

counterarguments. 

Students will go from this 

to this! 



 Grade 7 Common Core State 

Standards (CCSS) 

• CCSS ELA – Writing (W) 

– 7.1 (A, B, C, D & E) 

– 7.4      - 7.5      - 7.6     - 7.7     - 7.10 

• CCSS ELA – Speaking and Listening (SL) 

– 7.1     - 7.3     - 7.6 

• CCSS ELA – Language (L) 

– 7.1     - 7.2     - 7.3     - 7.4     - 7.5     - 7.6 



Using Excel for this Project 
• Once students have chosen their topics, developed surveys and 

conducted their surveys, it’s time to use Excel to log and organize 

their survey results. 

• Each student will have access to this blank Excel form which I (as 

the teacher) have formatted for them: 



Using Excel for this Project 
• All students need to do is fill in the blanks with their survey 

results.  All students have been instructed that survey 

responses should be on a 1-5 scale.  If they forget or make a 

mistake as they are filling in data, I have made sure to include 

a “gentle reminder” message. 

• The cells have been formatted to highlight in different colors 

based on the responses that are entered. 

 



Using Excel for this Project 
• If students forget their assignment instructions, a hyperlink 

to those instructions (which are in a Microsoft Word 

document) has been added to the Excel spreadsheet. 

 
Hyperlink to the instructions document. 



Using Excel for this Project 
• Once survey results have been input, students will create a bar 

graph to better visualize the opinions of the people they 

questioned.  They can format their graphs any way they choose! 

• A “split screen” has been added to the spreadsheet so that the 

overall topics of their essays are always visible as they scroll up or 

down. 

 
Split Screen 



Rubric for this assignment 
Below is the rubric that will be used for grading this assignment. 

(This rubric was adapted from the Zaner-Bloser 6-Trait Writing Rubrics.) 

 

 



Brainy Bits 

• Sense & Meaning 

– Students made “sense” of the  

   task and terminology used through their prior 

knowledge and new learning of statistics and 

persuasive writing. 

– “Meaning” was created for students because they 

each decided on the topic of their essays based 

on their own personal interests. 

– Additionally, “meaning” was also developed 

through the real-world task of developing relevant 

questions and conducting surveys of their peers 

and/or family members. 

 



         Brainy Bits (continued) 
• Gardner’s Multiple Intelligences: 

– Linguistic: Students will be writing unique survey  

    statements/ questions about their topics.  They will  

   also be composing a persuasive essay to  

   culminate this project. 

– Logical/Mathematical: Students’ survey responses  

    will range from 1-5 and they will use an Excel spreadsheet  

    to organize their survey responses.  They will then use those 
results as statistical support for their arguments. 

– Visual/Spatial: Students will create bar graphs with their survey 
results.  This will help them visualize and compare their 
responses to their survey statements/ questions. 

– Interpersonal: Students will be speaking with and surveying 
peers and/or family members in order to gather information  

    for their spreadsheets and, ultimately, their essays. 

– Intrapersonal: Each student will be deciding on what the  

    topic of his/her essay will be.  The topic will be based on the 
students’ personal interests.  Also, writing a persuasive essay 
will allow students to express their opinions on the topics they 
selected. 
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